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Activity Title Academic writing for reports
About the
Activity This activity is designed to help student identify the appropriate

level and style of academic writing for reports. It also gives
students practice in rewriting and correcting poor examples into a
more appropriate style.

This activity consists of extracts from reports which demonstrate
common errors in academic writing. Students have to identify the
errors and rewrite the passages so they are more appropriate for
an academic report.

Activity Type
An individual activity, as each person will have a different idea of
how to rewrite the passages.

Or it could be discussed in small groups without necessarily
having to produce a rewritten version.

Time
15 minutes to read the extracts and edit them

10 minutes to feed back and discuss as a whole class

Suggested use
This can be used as an activity in a workshop on effective report
writing or in a workshop on academic writing (especially in
science subjects).

It could also be used as an activity after feedback on an
assignment to highlight common writing errors shared by the
class.

Supporting
materials Sections of a report handout.

Subject lecturers can adapt the examples on the handout to use
report extracts from their own disciplines, and to highlight the
writing features they wish to focus upon.
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