Make a meal of your reading – use the QOOQRR!


Try this reading strategy to make sure that you get the most from all your reading the future. When reading upon a topic:

Q: Question: think first – what do I already know on this subject? What do I need from this reading?

O: Overview: your course: read module aims and learning outcomes – read the assignment question: these all tell you why you are reading!

O: Overview: your book, chapter or journal: this will tell you what you are reading! Tips: For a book – author, title, date; chapter headings; index. Chapter/article: introduction/conclusion – first sentence of every paragraph…

Q: Question: So – in the light of all that – Why am I reading this, now?

R: Read the text actively and interactively – marking it up as you go. Tips: Underline, highlight, circle key words or points – make notes in the margin: who would agree or disagree? What does it remind you of? Where will you use the information?

R: Re-read: your own annotations and marginalia – now you are ready to make your key word/key point notes!

R: Review your notes: are they any good (are they sourced: author (date) Title location/publisher)? Can you use them? What will you now read or write?
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